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Mr.  LANE.  I  could  not  hr>p<%  "Mr.  President-,  to  reply  to  the  remarkable  speech 
rf-  the  honorable  Semuor  from  Tenuessee  within  the  time  that  the  S  nate  would  be 
willing  ro  listen  to  imp  ;  n  r  at  this  late  hour  could  I  expect  to  reply  to  his  very 
long  speech.  Ue  has  spoken  v<  ry  han'dsomely  of  the  gallant  conduct  of  that  glo- 
rious bind,  the  northern  Democracy  of  the  country,  who,  thougii  iu  a  minority  at 
home,  hive  struggled  for  the  rights  of  their  southern  brethren  —  for  the  equality 
and  rights  of  rvl  the  States.  1  belong  to  that  portion  of  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try ;  and  [  wi  1  say  to  that  honorable  gentleman  that  while  they  struggle  for  the 
eonsiit.u  ional  riches  of  the  other  States  of  the  Union,  as  they  have  always  done, 
anl  as  they  will  Continue  to  d  >,  there  is  one  thing  that  they  will  not  do:  they  will 
not  march  under  his  b  inner  to  strike  down  a  gallant,  chivalrous,  and  generous  peo- 
ple couten  ling  for  rights  that  have  been  refused  them  by  the  other  States  of  this 
Union.  They  will  not  march  -villi  him  under  his  bloody  banner,  or  Mr.  Lincoln's, 
to  invade  the  soil  of  the  gallant  State  of  South  Carolina,  when  she  may  withdraw 
from  a  Confederacy  that  has  refused  her  that  equality  to  which  she  is  entitled,  as 
a  memoer  of  the  Uni  >n,  und  r  the  Constitution.  On  the  contrary,  when  he  or  any 
other  gentemin  raises  that  banner  and  attempts  to  subjugate  that  gallant  people, 
instead  of  m arching  wi  h  him.  we  wi  1  meet  him  there,  ready  to  repel  him  and  his 
forces,  fie  shall  not  bring  with  him  the  northern  Democracy  to  strike  down  a 
people  contending  fur  rights  that  have  been  refused  them  in  a  Union  that  ought  to 
recognize  the  eqaality  of  evi'ry  member  of  the  Confederacy. 

Mr.  5'resilent,  to  take  up  this  remirkable  speech,  to  analyze  it,  to  review  it, 
and  to  consider  it  in  the  manner  that  it  deserve^,  would  require  more  time  than  I 
o  in  expect  to  have  ;  but  t  may  be  permitted  briefly  to  notice  some  of  the  points 
that  the  honorable  Senator  m  ide  as  he  went  along  in  his  labored  course.  He  took 
occasion  to  give  an  account  of  the  action  of  the  Senate  upon  certain  resolutions 
introduced  here,  setting  forth  the  principles  that  were  made  the  issue  in  th8  late 
contest,  and  that  were  overridden  aid  trodden  down.  He  called  the  attention  of 
the  Senate  to  a  proposition  introduced  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Mississippi 
[Mr.  Brown]  to  declare  that  now  is  the  time  for  action;  that  a  law  ought  to  be 
passed  at  this  time  protecting  property  in  the  Territories.  Though  it  was  my 
opinion  then  that  it  would  have  been  well  to  pass  such  a  law,  yet  that  Senator 
knew,  and  so  did  every  other  one,  that  it  wag  impossible  in  this  Congress  to  pass 
such  a  law.  We  might  have  passed  such  a  bid  through  this  bo  ly,  but  it  could  never 
hnive  pissed  the  other.  Then  it  was  our  duty,  as  it  was  our  privilege,  to  set  forth 
the  principles  on  which  this  Government  reposed,  and  which  must  be  maintained, 
or  the  Government  cannot  exi»t.  They  were  the  principles  upon  which  this  great 
battle  was  fought,  that  resulted  in  the  election  of  Mr.  Lincoln.  They  were  the 
principles  presented  to  the  American  people,  more  plainly  and  directly  put  than  w 


any  canvass  before  in  this  country  ;  and  they  were  repudiated,  voted,  down,  and 
rejected,  and  a  man  elected  because  he  hated  the  institutions  of  the  State  of 
the  honorable  Senator  who  h.-is  ju-t  addressed  the  Senate — elected  because  of  his 
opposition  and  because  of  lus  hatred  to  those  instiuiutni*.  By  the  re,-ult  of  the 
election,  the  power  of  the  Government  is  to  bo  pbiced  in  ihe  hands  of  a  sectional 
party  —  a  party  that  had  placed  tkemsehes  in  opposition  to  the  Constitution  and 
the  equality  of  these  States,  and  to  the  deeis'on  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  which 
defied  the  Constitution  and  the  decision  of  the  court,  and  denied  the  (quality  of 
these  Spates;  a  party  which  holds  that  the  common  territory  belongs  exclusively 
to  the  North  ;  that  the  North  should  enjoy  it,  an  1  that  the  southern  States  should 
have  no  part  or  lot  in  it.  On  account  of  Mr,  Lincoln's  hatred  of  the  institutions 
of  the  South  and  his  devotion  to  sectional  principles  he  has  been  eievated  to  the 
highest  office  in  the  gift  of  any  people. 

Is  it  strange  then,  sir,  that  the  gallant  State  of  South  Carolina  —  always  chiv- 
alrous in  every  war  in  which  our  country  has  been  engaged  :  famous  in  the  war  of 
the  Revolution,  out  of  which  grew  our  present  Government ;  famous  in  the  war  of 
1812-'15  ;  famous  in  the  war  with  Mex;co;  just,  honest,  upright,  and  true  to  the 
Constitution  —  should  refuse  to  remain  in  the  Union  as  an  inferior  member  <bf  it? 
Is  it  expected  that  she  shall  submit  to  insult,  inferiority,  and  degradation-  If  she 
will  not,  does  the  Senator  hold  that  forces  shall  go  d'>wn  th<-re  with  a  -blood  v  ban- 
ner and  strike  down  the  gallant  sons  of  that  gallant  and  glorious  State  ?  I  say  to 
him,  when  he  undertakes  it,  the  gallant  band  of  Democrats  North  will  neither  join 
him  nor  that  Republican  party  that  expect  to  tal<e  a  united  North  against  n  down- 
trodden South.  1  now  serve  notice  that,  when  war  is  made  upon  that  gallant  South 
for' withdrawing  from  a  Union  which  refuses  them  their  righrs,  the  northern  De- 
mocracy will  not  join  in  the  crusade.  The  Republican  party  will  have  war  enough 
at  home.  The  Democracy  ot  the  North  need  not  cross  the  burJer  t  find  an  enemy. 
The  Black  Republicans  and  the  r  aid  rs  and  abettors  nee  I  not  promise  themselves 
that  they  can  c-trry  a  united  North  against  an  honorable  people  contending  for  their 
rights.     No  such  thing  can  be  done. 

The  honorable  Senator  tells  us  where  Tennessee  will  stand  when  that  hour  of 
trial  may  come.  J  know  a  good  deal  of  Tennessee;  two  of  their  regiments  hap- 
pened* to  be  under  my  orders  in  my  brigade  in  one  of  the  wars  in  which  this  coun- 
try has  been  engaged.  I  know  them  well.  I  kn;ow  that  a  more  <  h  v.drous,  more 
just,  more  gdlant,  m  re  honorable  and  bo'd  pen  le  do  not  live  on  the  face  of  this 
globe:  and  I  can  say  to  my  honorable  friend  that  they  will  not  march  with  him  to 
South  Carolina  to  strike  down  the  people  there  ;  nor  into  any  other  southern  State. 
These  States,  Mr.  President,  must  have  their  rights  in  thi*  Union  ;  they  must  have 
their  equality  there,  or  in  honor  tb*y  must  g>»  out  of  the  Union. 

I  would  save  this  g'orious  Union  ;  but  it  must  be  dune,  as  I  said  en  a  former  oc- 
casion, upon  the  principles  of  the  Constitution  ;  upon  the  principles  of  justice  and 
equality;  and  1  will  say  to  the  h  norabie  Senator  from  Tennessee  that  I  do  not 
understand  the  framework  «.f  this  Government  a«  he  understands  it.  I  understand 
this  to  be  a  voluutnry  association  of  States,.  I  umier-tand  that  our  fathers  met,  to- 
gether at  a  proper  time  in  the  h  story  of  our  country,  and  established  a  Govern- 
ment, a  Confederation  —  one,  as  be  remarked,  that  if  was  declared  should  be 
"  perpetual."  They  lived  under  it  a  short  time,  and  they  found  it  would  not  an- 
swer the  purpose.  A  few  States  moved  —  five  States  ;  the  glorous  "Id  Dominion 
was  one;  and  they  said  that  though  it  had  been  )  rov:ded  hy  the  Confederation 
that  the  Government  should  be  perpetual,  they  would  break  it  up.  Only  five  States 
met,  but  their  suggestions  were  acted  upon;  the  other  States  sent  delegates,  and 
the  convention  fixed  the  time  for  the  breaking  up  of  that  Government  that  was  to 
have  been  perpetual;  and  that  time  was  when  nine  only  of  the  States  would  unite. 
They  were  feeders  then.  George  Washington  headed  tne  band.  He  went  with 
those  who  chose  to  secede  from  that  Confederation  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia  ;  be- 
came their  President ;  made  a  Government  •  and  provided!  that  when  nine  Stares 
should  adopt  it,  the  old  Confederation  should  be  broken  up.  lie  was  a  seceder. 
What  has  the  honorable  gentleman  to  fay  to  him  and  h's  fiiends  that  went  wi  h 
him  to  Philadelphia,,  seceded  from  a  government  that  yr.*.s  to  have  been  ''perpet- 
ual," and  which  did  not  proude'for  its  alteration,  except  by  the  cot  currence  of  a  1 
the  States,  and  made  a  new  government,  our  present  Government  ?  When  they 
submitted  it  to  the  Slates,  they  made  it  upon  the  principle  of  that  equality  of 


States  which  I  have  mentioned.  They  provided  that  the  equality  of  States  should, 
remain  forever  ;  for  that  article  of  t be  Constitution  providing  for  the  equal  repre- 
sentation-of  Pft-p  States  in  Hats  body  cannot  be  clvirig  d.  They  provided  that  the 
sovereignty  6f  Che  Stages  shbil'ld  he  nia'intaine  j  ;  that  thtir  equal  fry  should  never  ho 
de  i'ed.  When  it  was  p  -eseuted  to  the*  States,  they  adopted  it,  with  the  understand- 
ing,  and  upon  the  principle,  that  they  should  be  equal,  and  should  have  equal  pro- 
tection ;  that  they  were  equal  in  sovereignty,  equal  in  dignify,  and  equal  in  rights; 
and  as  long  as  this  equality  be  maintained,  this  equality  be  preserved,  the  Union 
wdl  endure,  and  no  longer. 

But  the  States  did  not  very  hastily  adopt  the  Constitution  that  was  presented  to 
tbem  by  those  who  severe  1  from  the  Confederation.  'J  hey  acted  maturely  and  de- 
liberately, and  considered  welt  the  Cons' itution,  which  they  adopted  at  such  times 
fis  suited  their  convenience,  and  annexed  condition^,  too.  The  giilant  old  State  of 
Virgiiia,  the  glorious  Old  Dominion,  made  a  condition  upon  which  she  adopted  the 
Constitution.  It  became  a  portion  of  t  ie  compact.  And  not  only  Virginia,  but 
New  York,  made  the  same  condition  when  she  adopted  the  Constitution ;  and  Rhode 
Island  als  >.  1  do  not  desire  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  Senate  ;  but  I  will  read  two 
or  three  lines  to  show  the  condition  on  which  (Virginia  adopted  the  Constitution. 
It  became,  as  I  say,  a  p  >rtion  of  the  compact;  and  I  be'ieve  it  is  a  principle  in  law, 
that  when  one  member  of  a  firm  or  Confederacy  accedes  to  a  condition,  all  the 
other  members  being  equals,  have  the  advantage  of  that  condition.  Each  member 
of  this  Confederacy  has  the  advantage  of  the  condition  on  which  Virginia  accepted 
it;   and  they  say  that — 

"We,  the  delegates  of  the  people  of  Virginia,  duly  elected  in  pursuance  of  a  recommendation  from  the 
General  Assembly,  ana  now  met  in  convention,  having  fully  and  freely  investigated  and  discussed  the 
proceedings  of  the  Federal  Convention,  and  being  prepared,  as  well  as  the  most  mature  deliberation 
hath  enabled  us,  to  decide  thereon,  do  in  the  name  aria  in  behalf  of  the  j..eor>le  of  Virginia,  declare  and 
make  Known  that  the  powers  grained  under  she  Constitution,  bub  g  derived  from  the  people  of  the 
United  Stales,  may  be  resumed  by  them  whensoever  the  same  shall  be  perverted  to  their  injury  or  op- 
pression, and  thai,  every  power  not  granted  th.  reby  remains  wiih  tneni,  and  at  ther  will." 

This  was  the  conditioa  that  Virginia  made;  and  New  York  had  a  similar  condi- 
tion, and  set  it  forth  in  plain  E  iglioh: 

"That  t>e  powers  of  government  maybe  reassumed  by  the  people  whensoever  it  shall  become  neces- 
sary to  their  happiness;  that  every  p.over  jurisdiction,  and  right  which  is  not  by  Hie  said  Consti- 
tution clearly  threaded  to  ton  Congress  of  t  e  Uuit-d  Sta'es.  or  the  departments  of  the  Government 
thereof,  remains  to  the  pe"p1e  of  the  several  S'ates,  or  to  their  respective  Stale  governments,  to  whom 
they  may  have  granted  the  same;  and  that  those  clauses  in  the  said  Constituti  n,  which  declare  that 
Congress  shal.  not  have  or  exercise  certain  powers.,  do  not  imply  that  Congress  is  entitled  to  any  pow- 
ers not  given  bv  the  said  0  nstisu  ion;  bu  .  such  clauses  are  to  be  construed  either  as  exceptions  to 
certain  specified  powers,  or  as  ioserte  1  merely  for  greater  caution." 

Now,  I  would  ask  the  honorable  Senator  from  Tennessee,  if  the  time  has  not  ar- 
rived when  these  States  ought  to  resume  the  powers  .conferred  on  a  Federal  Gov- 
ernment ;  or  if  it  has  not,  !  ^h  uld  like  to  know  when  the  time  can  come.  At  any 
rate,  the  States  think  that  the  time  has  arrived;  and  it  they  choose  to  act,  I  am 
pure  that  he  will  think  better  than  to  g>  d  »wn  and  to  f  rce  them  to  remain  in  thia 
Ut  ion.  What  would  he  do  with  them  if. he  were  to  conquer  them  ?  Hold  them  as 
subjects  ?  Hold  a  State  as  a  colony,  her  people  as  vassals  ?  He  would  not  hang 
the  State,  he  says,  but  he  would  hang  all  the  people  in  it,  leaving,  I  suppose,  the 
soil  within  its  Innits  unpunished. 

Then,  he  talked  to  w->  long  about  the  whisky  insurrection,  and  showed  what  Wash- 
ington did.  The  whisky  insurrection  was  a  very  different  thing  from  the  solemn 
act  of  a  sovereign  State.  It  had  no  relevancy  to  the  action  of  a  sovereign  State, 
acting  in  her  sovereign  capicitv  for  the  redre-s  of  her  wrongs — redness  that  she 
cannot  obtain  in  the  Union.  There  is  no  parallel.  It  is  not  a  case  in  point  :  and  I 
w  onder  that  he  would  talk  about  it.  These  are  s  ivereign  States.  They  have  an 
equal  right  in  the  .Territories ;  and  they  have  cause  to  act,  in  my  honest  judgment. 
Dilay  is  sometimes  dangerous.     Ruinous  results  sometimes  follow  from  it. 

But,  sir,  un  lerstand  me;  I  am  not  a  disunionist.  I  am  for  the  right,  and  I  would 
have  it  in  the  Union  ;  and  tfit  cannot  be  ob'aine  1  ihere,  1  would  go  out  of  the  Union, 
and  have  that  out  of  the  Unitn  that  I  could  not  obtain  in  it,  though  I  was  entitled 
to  it. 

Now,  is  there  no  cause  for  the  action  of  these  States  ?  Let  us  look  at  it  for  a 
moment.  Lpt  us  examine  the  ca^  a  little,  and  then  I  will  follow  the  fcy uua Lor  a 
\\mb  fertfeterC     I  waait  ttd  actios  aunie  prists  he  made* 
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In  the  late  canvass,  as  I  stated  in  the  outset,  the  issue  was  that  presented  to  the 
Senate  in  the  resolutions  offered  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Mississippi  ["Mr. 
Dwis.]  The  principles  of  those  resolutions  were  stricken  d.6w(n,  :uid  S\  .  Line  dn 
was  elected.  I  propose  to  Ick  jU  his  views  very  tub  fly.  and  see  w!i«thor  the 
States  have  not  some  little  reason  for  alar.ui,  or.  csuse  of  action,  if  you  pVeafPv  I 
take  if,  they  are  going  to  act  nnyhow,  wheiher  we  p'oase  or  not  :  :m<l  whether  I 
approve  their  action  or  not,  I  pledge  my  word  th»t  1  wi  I  never  draw  my  sword  to 
strike  them  down  for  exercising  a  light  of  a  sovere  go  State, — a  right  secured  by 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  to  the  members  of  this  Confederacy.  The  gentle- 
man who  has  been  elected  President  of  the  United  States  is  a  stranger  to  me  per- 
sonally; I  have  never  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  him  ;  but  I  have  .-een  h:s  opinions, 
and  I  will  read  what  hn  said  in  the  s  mewhat  recent  canvass  with  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Douglas.]  I  take  it,  he  was  pretty  closely  pr^s-^ed  in 
that  struggle,  and  I  will  mike  some  allowance:  for  he  has  said  nearly  the  aame 
thing  over  on  several  different  occasions.    lie  said  : 

"I  flicl  not  even  sav  that  I  desired  that  slavery  shou'd  he  put  in  ^ou^e  of  ultimate  extinction.  I 
do  s>y  so  now,  however,  so  there  need  be  no  longer  ai  y  difficulty  about  that.  It  niay  be  written  down 
in  the  great  speech." 

'"I  have  always  lifted  slavery,  I  think,  as  much  as  any  A.hnjitio«  is  .  I  have  been  an  old  line  Whig. 
I  have  a  ways  hated  it;  but  I  have  a'w.i.vs  been  quiet  about  it  until  his  new  era  of  rbe  in-r/HiucMon 
of  the  Nebraska  hit  began.  1  always  believed  that  everybody  was  against  ifcj  and  iLat  it  was  in  c  urse 
of  ultimate  extiu  ton." 

rt  We  are  now  far  into  the  fifth  year  sin<  e  a  policy-  was  ini.tfu.ted  with  the  avywed  object  and  confi- 
dent promise  of  putting  an  end  to  slavery  agitation.  U  der  the  opera' i  >n  o|  th-it  policy,  that  a,aitabo'i 
has  not  only  not  ceased,  1  u";  has  constantly  augumented.  In  toy  o)  inion-,  it  will  not  cease  initii'a 
tnsis  shall  have  Inen  react  d  and  passed.  'A  house  divided  a  ahist  itse.f  cannot  stand/  I  belipjjH 
this  Government  cannot  endure  permanently  half  s  ave  and  half  free.  I  do  not  expect  the  Uniuu  to 
be  dissolved." — 

Neither  does  the  Senator  from  Tennessee — 

— "  I  do  not  expect  the  house  to  fa'l ;  but  I  do  expect  it  will  cease  to  he  divided :  it  will  become  one 
thing  or  all  (he  other,  Litber  tbe  opponents  of  slavery  will  arre-t  the  furtb  r  spread  of  it,  and  place 
it  where  the  public  mind  shall  rei-t  in  the  be  ief  that  it  is  in  the  course  of  ultimate  exlinctioi  ,  or  its 
advocates  wil.  push  it  lorward  till  it  shall  become  alike  lawful  in  all  the  States,  old  as  well  as  new, 
North  as  well  as  South.'-' 

Now,  is  there  any  mistaking  this  language?  Is  there  any  mistaking  the  ilea  that 
was  running  through,  Mr.  Lincoln's  head  when  he  uttered  these  words?  That  is 
not  all.  He  said,  on  anqther  occasion,  during  the  same  canvass,  in  explanation  of 
this  language  : 

;'  t  only  said  what  I  expected  would  take  place.  I  male  a  prelieM.m  o^y;  it  may  have  been  a 
frolish  one,  perhaps.  1  did  not  even  say  that  I  desiied  that  slavery  sho>  Id  be  tut  in  course  of 
ultimate  extinction.    I  do  i  ow,  however  ;  s  «  there  ne-d  I  e  no  lo  >g-r  any  difficulty  about  that." 

'•If  T  were  in  Congress,  and  a  vote  sh  mid  come  op  on  a  question  whether  slavery  should  be  pro- 
hibited in  a  new  Territory,  in  spue  of  the  Dm]  Scott  decision,  1  woulu  vote  that  it  should." 

Then,  sir,  in  spite  of  right,  in  spite  of  the  Constitution,  in  spite  of  the  decision 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  he  would  vote  that  slavery  should  be  prohibited  in  the 
Territories.  Would  you  believe  such  a  man  as  that  on  his  oath?  Could  you 
believe  that  a  man  who  could  hold  that  doctrine  would  be  held  by  his  oath?  I 
would  not;  not  a  bit  of  it  I  would  not  trust  a  man  that  can  defy  the  Constitu- 
tion ;  that  can  trample  upon  the  rights  of  the  States;  that  can  say  that  he  disre- 
gards the  opinion  or  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court;  that  he  would  not  respect  it; 
and  that,  though  he  had  taken  an  oath  to  support  the  Consiituiion  of  the  United 
States  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  as  a  member  of  Congress,  he  would  vote  against 
the  right  of  these  States  in  the  common  Territories.  I  ask,  then,  have  not  the 
southern  States  a  right  to  feel  concern?  Have  they  not  a  righf  to  feel  appre- 
hensive as  to^he  course  of  the  party  that  was  represented  the  o'her  day  by  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Wade,]  who  said  in  his  place  that  slavery 
should  never  go  on  one  other  inch  of  the  territory  of  this  country?  Can  they 
mistake  this  thing?  A  majority  of  the  people  of  the  North  have  decided  that  it 
shall  not.  Their  President  says  it  shall  no',  and  their  Senators  say  it  shall  not. 
Then  how  can  the  States,  I  would  ask  the  honorable  Senator  horn  Tennessee, 
expect  in  this  Union  to  get  their  rights  when  they  are  in  a  minority?  What 
power  have  they  to  secure  them?  Are  the}'  to  stay  here  and  fight  for  them  ?  lie 
says  this  is  the  place  to  win  them.  Will  he  do  it  against  an  overwhe  ming  major- 
ity ?  Did  ever  a  minority  in  legislation  succeed  in  passing  the  laws  of  the  land  ? 
Rarely  indeed*  if  ever. 


But,  sir,  I  have  not  yet  presented  Mr.  Lincoln's  whole  record.  In  the  same 
speech  from  which  I  last  quoted,  he  said: 

"  What  T  do  say  is.  that  no  man  5?  pood  prough  *o  cavern  another  man  wjfhoot  the  other  man's 
I'oi.M'ut.  I  say  ihi*  is  t!  6  lettmttg  pniiciide,  i i.e  f-lnet  anchor  of  Aiueiicun  rcpullkanisiu.  Uur 
Di'cLiriiioii  of  lt)iif\  end.!  <-o  -; <y;- : 

'•  •  We  1. 1. Id  tl  est*  i  1**4 i l»t*  c<>  be  ;-eif-e' 'dent — t!  at;  s  1'  men  are  created  'qua;;  that  they  are  end-,  wed 
hy  [lit  ir  Off-ana'  wi  It  certain  ralnn.bl  rights;  flint  among  these  hi;h  life,  liberty,  and  i  lie  pnr-uit  of 
hail  ine.>s;  iluii  to  secuic  It  e  e  rights,  pus  ernuienls  are  inbihutod  among  men,  deriving  tlieir  jutt 
iiower  from  t  he  consent  of  the.  governed.' 

"I  ha?e  quoted  so  much  at  this  time  merely  to  show,  that  according  to  onrsncienf  faith,  the  powers 
(f  government  nre  derived  from  the  consent  of  the  governed.  Now,  the  relation  of  master  and  slave 
if,  pro  tunto,  a  violation  of  this  principle.  The  master  not  only  governs  the  slave  without  his  consent , 
but  he  governs  him  by  a  set  of  rules  altogetr  er  different  f'om  those  whicti  he  prescribes  for  himse  f. 
Allow  ail  the  governed  au  equal  voice  in  the  Government;  and'that,  and  that  only,  is  self-go veru- 
ment." 

And  it  is  remarkable  that  while  Mr.  Lincoln  does  not  want  to  govern  negroes 
without  their  consent,  both  he  and  the  Senator  from  Tennessee  are  for  governing 
sovereign  States  of  while  men  without  their  consent. 

Mr.  Lincoln,  it  is  perceived,  wants  negro  equality.  He  wants  to  place  the  negro 
on  an  equality  wish  the  white  man.  lie  wants  the  northern  States  to  have  negro 
eitizens  as  well  as  white ;  and  to  render  those  States  the  rulers  of  the  southern 
States,  because  they  will  not  have  negroes  for  tljeir  citizens. 

But,  sir,  1  want  to  return  to  the  view  of  the  Senator  from  Tennessee  for  a  mo- 
ment. He  spoke  of  the  price  of  the  acquisitions  of  territory  down  South,  and  he 
spoke  particularly  of  Florida.  He  looked  at  it  as  a  matter  of  dollars  and  cents, 
never  at  principle,  never  at  right;  but  he  counted  what  if  had  cost,  and  what  it 
had  cost  us  to  turn  a  few  Indians  out  of  there ;  and  now  he  says  the  people  in  that 
State,  that  cost  so  much,  are  complaining,  hecause.  he  ought  to  have  said,  they 
could  not  have  the  rights  to  which  they  are  entitled  under  the  Constitution.  Then 
he  is  concerned  about  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  river,  lie  says  that  the 
great  State  of  Tennessee  and  he,  himself,  are  concerned  about  the  navigation  of 
that  river.  I  believe  it  is  recognized  as  the  law  of  nations,  as  the  law  of  all  civ- 
ilized nations,  that  a  great  inland  sea  running  through  several  Governments  shall 
be  open  equally  to  all  of  them;  and  besides,  as  the  h<>norabe  Senator  from 
Louisiana  said,  there  is  no  man  in  Louisiana  that  would  think  for  a  moment  of 
depriving  Tennessee  of  the  right  of  navigating  that  great  river.  No,  sir,  nor 
Kentucky  either,  nor  Indiana,  nor  Illinois,  nor  any  other  State  whose  waters  flow 
into  that  mighty  stream.  No  such  thing  would  ever  be  done.  On  ihe  contrary, 
if  they  should  go  out  of  the  Union — and  that  is  not  a  matter  for  me  to  decide — I 
am  sure  that  comity  and  good  faith  and  proper. regulations  would  exist  and  prevail 
between  them  and  all  the  powers  owTning  territory  upoa  that  «ire  >t  river. 

Indeed,  sir,  if  a  dissolution  of  this  Union  alii  1  take  place,  I  lo  >k  to  the  day  when 
every  one  of  those  great  northwestern  States  sh  ill  become  a  portion  of  that  south- 
ern confederacy.  They  will  not  remain  with  that  portion  of  this  country  that  has 
agitated  this  question  in  season  and  out  of  season,  in  the  school-house,  and  in  the 
church,  until  they  have  poisoned  the  northern  mind.  I  have  no  idea  that,  they  will 
remain  with  the  people  that  have  brought  so  much  trouble  on  so  great  a  country 
as  this.  They  would  say,  "You  of  the  South  have  never  attempted  to  encroach  on 
the  rights  of  any  northern  State  ;  you  have  never  said  that  a  State  shall  not  come 
in  without  slavery  ;  you  have  always  voted  to  bring  in  free  S  ates  ;  you  have  been 
just  in  all  things;  you  have  stood  by  the  Constitution,  and  we  can  ri-k  you  ;  but 
we  cannot  ri:>k  these  agitators  and  fanatics  who  h*ve  brought  all  this  trouble  upon 
the  lmd."  Sir,  if  dissolution  comes,  it  will  come  for  reason  ;  it  will  come  for  right; 
and  if  dis  solution  takes  place,  who  would  use  f.rceor  talk  about  force  in  this  coun- 
try ?  Who  is  the  man  hardy  enough  to  inaugurate  force?  Who  is  the  man  hardy 
enough  to  undertake  to  execute  Federal  laws  in  South  Carolina  and  other  States 
after  they  have  become  separate  and  independent  Governments?  "Who  is  th*  man, 
I  would  inquire  again,  that  would  undertake  to  collect  revenue  in  South  Carolina, 
hold  courts  there,  and  execute  laws  there,  when  she  is  not  a  member  of  this  Con* 
federacy  ? 

I  will  sty,  that  that  is  bringing  about,  civil  war;  that  it  is  inaugurating  a  policy 
that  will  drench  this  country  in  blood.  The  man  that  will  do  it  will  be  looked  upon 
as  the  worst  murderer  that  ever  disgraced  humanity.  Civil  war  in  ibis  country! 
Conquer  States,  and  hold  them  as  provinces  I    Where  ia  authority  to  «io  it?    Thank 
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God,  it  is  not  in  the  Constitution.  No  such  power  is  conferred  upon  this  Government. 
It  cannot  be  exercised,  and  1  feel  proud  of  it.  I  am  a  man  of  peace.  I  d  slike  war. 
I  would  never  make  it  or  encourage  it,  exempt  iu  defense  of  i: ight.  in  defense  of 
honor,  in  defence  of  truth  and  justice.  I  would  go  hffo  battle  and  fight  for  the 
right  ;  hut  1  will  never  force  war  up  hi  a  people,  or  inaugurate  it.  unless  it  is  au- 
thorized, and  unless  it  is  my  duty  to  do  so  iu  defense  of  right;  but  certainly  I 
would  not  make  war  to  conquer  a  people  contending  simply  for  a  right  that  has 
been  refused,  for  a  right  they  cannot  have  in  the  Union,  and  for  a  right  that  they  can 
have  out  of  the  Union,  even  if  tyrants,  or  rulers  that  would  be  tyrants,  should  un- 
dertake to  coerce  them.  The  man  that  would  d)  it,  the  man  that  would  inaugurate 
it,  would  drench  this  country  in  blood.  My  heart  would  pain  me,  and  I  could  not 
rest  at  all,  if  1  could  believe  such  a  calamity  should  happen.  If  it  should  coma  un- 
fortunately upon  this  country,  inaugurated  by  a  tyrant,  who  would  like  to  conquer 
and  hold  American  citizens  as  vassals,  then  I  will  cay  to  that  coward  who  would 
do  it,  '"You  will  walk  over  your  humble  servant's  body  first."  I  fchall  ne^er  coope- 
rate with  any  portion  of  this  country,  North  or  South,  that  would  strike  down  a 
people  corn  ending  for  th-ir  rights. 

Now,  sir,  what  chance  have  they  to  get  rights  in  the  Union  ?  Even  if  a  disso'u- 
tion  t..  kes  place,  if  that  calamity  shall  tall  upon  u^.  1  look  f-rward  to  the  day  when 
a  reorganization  can  be  made.  I  look  upon  a  dissolution  now  as  a  fixed  fact  ;  I 
look  upon  it  as  inevitable:  but  shall  we  not  all  look  forward  with  hope,  with  anxi- 
ous and  patriotic  hope,  to  t  ie  day  when  a  reorganization  shad  take  place,  when  ail 
these  States  cau  come  together  in  one  great  and  happy  Union,  that  frba  1  secure 
right,  justice,  aud  equality,  to  every  portion  of  the  Union  ?  If  we  wou'd  bring  about 
that  reorganization,  if  we  would  rebuild  the  fabric  that  has  been  stricken  down,  we 
must  maintain  peace.  Inaugurate  force,  sir,  inaugurate  war  iu  this  country,  and 
ail  hope  of  reconstruction  has  vanished  forever. 

Sir,  I  look  forward,  as  anxiously  as  ever  a  father  looked  for  the  return  of  his 
son  or  his  beloved  daughter,  to  the  period  when  the  day  shall  an  ive  that  a  reor- 
ganization may  take  place  out  ot  the  States  that  have  felt  it  their  duty  to  go  out 
of  this  Union  for  reasons  that  are  so  manifest  that  no  just  and  candid  man  can 
say  they  are  not  right;  1  am  looking  to  that  reorganization  with  a  view  of  having 
a  better  Government  than  the  present.  This  one  will  not  longer  answer  the  pur- 
pose. The  Constitution  cannot  be  understood  by  the  sections.  One  side  under- 
stands it  one  way,  and  the  other  another;  and  that  dominant  party,  the  party  that 
are  soon  to  come  into  power,  will  not  take  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  upon 
the  Constitution  ;   they  will  not  recognize  it. 

Now,  sir,  I  cannot  say  that  this  Government  is  a  failure.  I  cannot,  in  my  heart, 
say  that  this,  great  Government  has  been  a  failure.  On  the  contrary,  I  regard  it 
as  a  great  success  ;  a  mtguifieent  success ;  one  that  satisfies  me,  and  will  satisfy 
every  intelligent  man  in  the  country,  that  men  are  st ill  capable  of  self-g<>vernm>  nt. 
Is  it  not  strmge,  wonderful — remarkable,  indeed,  that  our  fathers  could  have 
created  a  Government  to  last  so  loag,  to  answer  the  purpose  so  well  as  this  has 
done?  It  i«  no  evidence  of  the  want  of  capacity  of  man  to  govern  himself,  that 
this  Government  now  will  not  answer  the  purpose.  It  is  unfortunate  y  manifest, 
by  the  action  of  an  arrogant  sectional  party,  that  it  will  not  do.  It  must  be 
changed.  It  will  be  changed.  Let  us  look  forward  to  the  day,  and  pray  God  that 
it  may  come  soon,  when  the  Government  shall  be  so  changed  that  all  can  live 
together  again  as  a  band  of  brothers. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Tennessee  reminded  us  of  the  glorious  Old  Domin- 
ion, of  Washington,  and  of  his  successes.  Why,  sir.  if  he  was  living  to-day,  if  he 
could  rise  from  his  hallowed  tomb  and  siy  :  "  I  have  a  right  in  the  common  ter- 
ritory, that  I  struggled  for  in  that  seven  years'  war  of  independence,"  that  parry 
that  has  succeeded  in  electing  Lincoln  would  not  allow  him  to  go  into  the  Terri- 
tories with  his  slave.     Then  how  can  he  Say  that  the  Union  can  remain  as  it  is  ? 

He  told  us  of  the  great  Jackson.  Why,  >ir,  if  Jackson  could  rise  fiom  his  t  mb 
at  the  llermifage,  and  attempt  to  go  into  the  Territories  with  his  slaves,  he  wou'd 
be  met  with  Sharpe's  rifles,  and  turned  out,  and,  if  needs  be,  forced  away  by  the 
party  that  have  succeeded  in  electiny;  a  President  on  that,  issue  ;  for,  on  ihat  ques- 
tion of  free  territory  there  is  no  difference  of  opinion  in  the  Republican  party. 
They  differ  on  many  other  things.  Every  element  on  earth  meets  together  there; 
every  opinion  on  earth  meets  togetker  there ;  aaad,   fehough  fchey  differ  i»  every* 
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thing  else,  upon  that  question  of  free  territory  they  stand  united.  What  will  you 
do  with  them  ?  Submit?  Are  gallant,  independent,  sovereign  States  to  submit 
to  inequalily,  to  inferiority  ?  If  a  majority  were  to  say  that  I  have  no  right  in  the 
Territory,  that  I  cannot  go  there  with  my  property  on  equal  terms  with  other  men, 
and  I  were  to  submit,  what  would  you  pronoirce  it,  1  ask?  What  would  you 
pronounce  the  submission  man  that  would  submit  to  be  a  member  of  a  confederacy 
upon  terms  of  inferiority,  inequality,  and  degradation  ? 

That  doctrine  will  not  do  Equality  must  prevail.  I  look  upon  this  Govern- 
ment to  day  as  the  greatest  Government  ever  created  by  the  wit  of  man.  I  luok 
upon  our  Constitution  as  the  best  system  of  government  ever  formed  by  man.  I 
would  to  God  it  could  be  maintained  as  it  is.  1  wish  that  equality  could  prevail. 
I  would  to  Heaven  that  justice  could  be  dealt  out  fairly  to  every  man  of  every  State 
of  this  Union,  as  provided  by  that  great  system  of  government.  But  if,  cannot  be 
so.  Public  opinion  is  in  its  way.  The  northern  sectional  party  is  opposed  to  it  ; 
and  you  cannot  have  rights  equal  with  them  under  the  Constitution  as  it  is. 
They  break  it  up,  n>»t  we.  They  destroy  it  by  refusing  to  comply  with  its  pro- 
visions. They  trample  it  under  foot,  because  they  will  not  do  justice  to  their 
friends  They  claim  the  territory,  though  won  by  the  blood  of  the  gallant  southern 
men  as  well  as  the  northern  men.  They  refuse  to  the  southern  man  one  inch  of 
territory  for  his  property,  though  it  cost  him  his  money  and  his  blood. 

If  it  was  possible,  as  the  Senator  said  in  the  closing  portion  of  his  remarks, 
that  this  Government  could  be  now  changed,  if  the  Constitution  could  be  amended 
in  its  provisions,  so  as  to  extend  justice  and  equality  to  everybody;  who  in  this 
land  would  not.  rejoice,  aid  rejoice  with  a  glad  heart?  Why,  sir,  there  is  no 
punishment  that  could  be  inflicted  on  me  that  1  would  not  bear  for  the  sake  of 
perpetuating  this  Union;  bur,  I  would  bear  nothing,,  or  agree  to  nothing,  that 
would  not  perperuate  it  on  terms  of  equality,  justice,  and  right.  These  are  the 
p  iuciples  on  which  it  must  be  maintained,  or  dissolution  is  inevitable.  If  the 
party  that  succeeded  in  the  late  triumph  had  indicated  to  the  country  that  they 
were  now  ready  to  see  justice  done  ;  that  vhey  were  ready  to  extend  to  every 
southern  Sta'e  the  righis  they  claim  for  themselves  ;  if  they  had,  at  the  b  ginning 
of  this  Congress,  said  "  Amendments  of  the  Constitution  will  be  acceptable  to  us, 
and  ratified  by  our  people,  extending  justice  to  all,"  to  day  the  Union  would  have 
been  safe,  and  secession  would  not  have  been  possible. 

Mr.  President,  that  party  seem  to  be  blind  to  their  obligations  upon  this  great 
questi oh.  They  are  bringing  ruin  and  destruction  upon  a  happy,  prosperous,  and 
free  pc  pie.  By  their  action  and  by  their  refusal  to  meet  on  terms  that  would  be 
honorable  and  acceptable  to  all,  and  just  to  every  State  alike,  they  have  thrown 
out  of  employment  to-day  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of  hard-working  men 
that  cannot  g<»t  bread  for  their  children.  They  have  thrown  out  of  employment  the 
laborers  of  the  northern  States.  They  have  brought  commercial  distress  upon  the 
country.  They  have  beggared  thousand's  of  people,  and,  before  the  winter  is  over, 
hundreds  and  thousands  of  honest,  iudustrious,  working  people  will  be  suffering 
and  starving  for  bread ;  thrown  out  of  employment  because  that  party  wdl  n  .t 
meet  the  oiher  upon  principles  of  justice,  equality,  and  right..  The  re  pousibil.ty 
is  upon  their  shoulders.  The  great  responsibility  res  s  with  them;  and  when  the 
starving  thousands  shall  assemble  and  march  in  the  streets  asking  for  bread,  and 
it  shall  be  poii  ted  to  them,  "This  distress  is  not  brought  on  you  by  the  South, 
for  they  have  been  just  to  you  -and  to  every  State  in  the  Union  ;  but  it  has  been 
brought  upon  you  by  your  sectional  party  determined  to  force  a  minority  to  sub- 
mit to  the  unjust  demands  of  an  arr  gant  majority,"  what  will  be  the  consequence  ? 
They  are  responsible.  Let  the  consequences  fall  upon  them.  And  yet  they  indi- 
cate to  us  that  they  will  coerce  States  into  snbniissi<m,  make  it  a  sectional  war, 
and  use  these  thousands  of  good  men  to  fight  battles  that  they  would  impose  upon 
the  country  rather  than  do  justice  !  I  know  these  honest  working  men  will  do  no 
such  thing.  Do  you  believe  they  will  join  you?  Never;  no,  sir,  never.  The 
heart  of  the  Democracy  of  the  northern  States  is  sound.  They  ask  noth  ng  but 
what  is  right,  and  they  will  never  join  a  sectional  party  in  crushing  that  spirit  of 
justice  and  equality. 

Sir,  to  day  in  Ohio,  you  have  thousands,  yea,  tens  of  thousands  of  Democrats, 
as  pure,  as  patriotic,  as  live  on  the  face  of  the  world,  that  will  never  join  a  sec- 
tional party  to  coerce  a  State,  whether  led  by  southern  or  northern  men.     In  In- 
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diaua,  I  know  the  Democracy.  I  know  them  to  be  pure.  I  can  say  the  same  of 
Illinois,  and  of  all  the  northern  States.  So  it  is  as  to  New  York,  Pennsylvania, 
and  Connecticut  particularly.  Why,  sir,  on  the  face  of  this  earth  you  cannot  find 
the  same  number  of  men  as  now  constitute  the  Democracy  of  that  glorious#State 
of  Connecticut,  that  are  more  pure  and  devoted  to  right  and  justice  a<id  to  the 
constitutional  Union,  than  Jhe  Democracy  of  Connecticut.  Bow  can  these  gen- 
tlemen, then,  s-iy  to  us  that  they  will  coerce  States,  and  force  them  to  submit  to 
wtong?      Where  w  11  they  get  rhe  men  to  do  it? 

Toe  condition  <  f  the  country,  I  assure  you,  tir,  affords  me  no  pleasure.  Itg'ves 
me  constant  anxiety,  pain,  and  suffering.  No  man  living,  I  think,  love?  his  coun- 
try more  than  I  do  No  man  would  go  further  to  promote  its  existence  and  the 
perpetuity  of  the  Union  than  I.  If  lading  down  my  life  to  day  would  bring  justice 
and  eqility  to  the  States,  and  restore  that  fraternal  feeling  which  prevailed  in 
the  earlier  and  better  days  of  our  Republic,  and  place  it,  upon  a  footing  that  would 
extend  justice  and  right  to  all,  that  would  promote  its  welfare,  how  happy  would 
I  be  to  compromise  l>y  saying,  "Sacrifice  me,  but  save  this  great  Confederacy,  and 
let  Justice  and  equality  prevail  in  all  portions  of  the  Uuion."  Then  I  say,  s  r,  this 
condition  of  tilings  afford^  to  me  no  gratification.  On  the  contrary,  it  has  given 
me  the  deepest  sorrow  and  regret.  I  want  this  Union  perpetual.  I  want  the  Con- 
stitution maintained.  I  desire  equality  to  prevail.  See  that  equality  prevails ; 
but,  Mr,  [Mr.  Foot  in  the  chair]  it  is  in  your  power.  It  is  ia  the  power  .of  that 
section  in  which  you  live  and  which  you  represent,  to  yet  save  this  Union,  and  to 
bring  about  the  early  reorganization  of  a  great  Republic  upon  a  basis  that  will  be 
permanent  and  lasting,  if  you  would  only  .-peak  earnestly  and  say,  "Gentlemen, 
it  i*>  all  r>n  error;  we  never  intended  to  deprive  you  of  the  South  of  jour  equality 
in  the  Territories,  and  we  are  willing  to  provide  in  the  Constitution  that  e^ery 
State  shall  have  her  equal  rights  in  the  common  territory  of  a  common  country  ; 
that  every  man  shall  have  a  right  to  go  wii'h  his  property  there,  and  have  it  \  r'o- 
tected  While  the  territorial  condition1  remains."  and  live  up  to  all  other  constitu- 
tional rights.  Do  this;  beet  ¥he Democracy  of  the  North  and  South  upon  this 
great  principle,  and  maintain  the  integrity  of  the  Constitution  as  it  was  handed 
down  to  us  by  our  f  ither°,  and  Ave  will  go  on  prospe rir  g  and  to  prosper  until, 
indeed,  this  snail  be  the  greatest  country  on  the  face  of  the  earth. 

Why,  sir,  to  break  up  such  a  fabric,  to  bieak  up  such  a  Union,  to  destroy  such 
a  Constitution,  is  a  matter  of  the  deepest  regret  to  every  good  man  Norh  and 
South.  There  is  not  one  State  in  the  South  that  would  do  it  without  cause.  There 
is  no  State  N-^rth,  but  for  the  influence  of  the  Republican  party,  that  would  do  it. 
But  you  tee  that  a  party  North  has  imposed  conditions  that  cannot  be  recognized  ; 
conditions  of  inequality  that  cannot  be  submitted  to.  They  must  be  cha  ged  ; 
that  party  must  change  in  principle,  in  sentiment,  and  in  doctrine,  or  the  Union 
will  break  up,  and  the  responsibility  rests  upon  them.  They  have  destroyed  the 
Union;  not  the  South.  They  have  forced  the  South 'into  dissolution.  It,  has  not 
been  sought  by  the  S<  ufh  ;  it  has  not  been  couited  by  thern.  They  have  not  sought 
or  desired  if.  They  have  pleaded  for  right.  They  ask  nothing  more.  Give  them 
that,  and  the  perpetuation  of  this  glorious  Union  is  insured;  and  that  is  my 
earnest  desire. 
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